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Francis Patrick Anderson 
Serial Number 9

Francis was the son of Gregory Grattam Anderson and Julia Frances McManus. 
He was born in Kilmore in 1893, and worked as a labourer.

At age 22 years, Francis enlisted at Ballarat on 29 January 1916 and was 
assigned as a private in the 39th Battalion. After training, Francis embarked 
from Melbourne on the “Ascanius” on 27 May 1916 for England.

On 6 November 1916 he was admitted to the Fargo Military Hospital in 
Wiltshire with pneumonia then transferred to nearby Bulford Manor Hospital on 
16 November. He was mentioned in the Argus of 28 November 1916 as being 
seriously ill.

On 29 December 1916 he was discharged to duty and rejoined his Battalion on 
28 January 1917 sailing from England on the “Princess Clementine” from 
Folkestone to Estaples in France to the 10th Training Battalion.

Francis was killed in action in the fields of Passchendaele, Belgium on 8 June 
1917.  He received the British War Medal, the Victory Medal and 1914/15 Star. 
His name is recorded at Ypres (Menin Gate Memorial), the Kilmore War 
Memorial, Shire of Kilmore Honour Roll and the Shire of Pyalong Honour 
Roll.
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